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Common Appears at White House Event as Pundits Criticize
Invite
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A White House event intended to be a celebration of poetry and the power
of spoken word went off without a hitch Wednesday but enraged
right-wing pundits upset over the invitation of the rapper and poet
Common.

Common appeared at the "Evening of Poetry"event -- part of Michelle
Obama's White House Music Series – where he recited some lines amidst
piano accompaniment in front of the audience of children and adults.

Some critics of Common's participation in the White House event, which
also featured comic and writer Steve Martin and singer Aimee Mann,
were upset that the rapper has slammed former President George W.
Bush in his poetry.

President Obama avoided mention of the controversy surrounding
Common's participation as he welcomed the audience to the White House
event.

Common is hardly one of America's most controversial rappers; aside
from appearing in a number of Hollywood films and on a track with boy
band the Jonas Brothers, he has also released a number of albums since
the early 1990s featuring songs focusing generally on love, fatherhood,
and improving the state of black America.

But he doesn't shy away from touching a nerve.

The rapper's controversial rhyme -- "Why they messing

Common's White House Invite: Reaction Overblown? AUTO START: ON OFF| 

577Recommend

/

By SUNLEN MILLER (@sunlenmiller) and SHEILA MARIKAR (@SheilaYM)
May 12, 2011

Robin Roberts Recommends

WATCH: Lexi St. George: 'GMA' Pop Star's Music
Video

PHOTOS: Beyonce's Superstar Career

WATCH: 'GMA' Stars in 'Wipeout Yourself' Video!

WATCH MORNINGS ON ABC

WATCH THE FULL EPISODE
GMA: Dr. B-Watch

ABC News on Facebook

Like 31,730 people like this.

Home Video News Politics Investigative Health Entertainment Money Tech Good Morning AmericaWWYD?20/20This WeekNightlineWorld News

Rapper Common Appears at White House Event - ABC News http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/Music/rapper-common-appears-...

1 of 3 6/30/11 11:29 AM



Breaking News

More Newsletters 

Mortgage Rate 3.75% Fixed
$300,000 at $1063/month. No SSN Rqd. See
New Payment - Save Now!
Mortgage.RefinanceFrontier.com
Budget
Find An Online Stock Broker. Browse Services,
Rates & More On Msn!
money.msn.com
Hey, Suck At Selling?
Avoid The Biggest Mistake Salespeople Make
That Cause Them To Fail
www.NinjaSalesSecrets.com
budget rental Coupons
Search budget rental coupons. Start here now &
save.
Coupo.Org

Login You need to be logged into Facebook to
see your friends' activity

Dog in Court Takes the Witness Stand
2,254 people recommend this.

Turtles Turn Air Traffic at JFK to a Crawl
2,168 people recommend this.

Made in America: Companies Bringing
Jobs Back Home
1,966 people recommend this.

Facebook social plugin

Follow Us

Twitter Facebook Mobile RSS

ABC News Newsletters
E-mail Address Select Newsletter

»

Today in ABC News ABC News Home »

Headlines from Our Partners

Ibanez HR lifts Phils after Worley limits Red Sox

NBA heads to CBA deadline day, sides far apart

Kvitova tops Azarenka, reaches Wimbledon final

Florida Man Accused Of Smoking Bong While Driving Five Kids In Van

WATCH: Lizardman Cloned At Ripley's Times Square Odditorium, Celebrates With
Corkscrew (Video)

WATCH: 2 1/2 Pound Chihuahua Turned Sheepdog 'Can Do It All'

Lexi St. George: 'GMA' Pop Star's
Music Video

UFOs Spotted Over London Lady Gaga Shows Off the Panda Look Knox's Mother: 'Step in Right
Direction'

Rapper Common Appears at White House Event - ABC News http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/Music/rapper-common-appears-...

2 of 3 6/30/11 11:29 AM



External links are provided for reference purposes.
ABC News is not responsible for the content of
external Internet sites. Copyright © 2011 ABC News
Internet Ventures.

BACK TO TOP

Sections
News

Politics

Investigative

Health

Entertainment

Money

Technology

Travel

Recipes

Behind the Scenes

Shows
Good Morning America

World News with Diane
Sawyer

Nightline

This Week with Christiane
Amanpour

20/20

Primetime

What Would You Do?

ABC News Now

ABC.com

Tools
iPad App

Mobile

Register

Sign In

Facebook

Twitter

Blogs

Emails & News Alerts

Message Boards

RSS Headlines

About
Contact Us

Feedback

Advertising

Privacy Policy

Interest-Based Ads

Terms of Use

ABC News Store

Site Map

Rapper Common Appears at White House Event - ABC News http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/Music/rapper-common-appears-...

3 of 3 6/30/11 11:29 AM


